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NOPJCE OF MGSvTT'HIJV MEETINGS 

Monday, September 14, 1992; 8:00 p.m. 

“The Comeback of the Osprey i n Ontario" 

Dr. Peter Ewins, Canadian Wildlife Service, Burlington 

Locatio n: Royal Botanical Gardens Centra, ftuditoriisn, 630 Plains Rd. W., Burlingtcn. 

Dr. Ewins has just csspleted a two year field study of Ospreys in the Great lakes to see if they can 
be used as sensitive indicators of contaminant related effects. Suprisinglv, there had not been a 
detailed study of Ospreys done in (Mario before this, so the study also revealed sane interesting 
new things about Osprey ecology in the province. The populations nesting along the Great Lakes 
shorelines were decimated by the use of DOT and only since the 1970s have Ospreys returned as 
breeders to sane parts of the Great Lakes. Dr. Ewins 1 presentation of his fascinating and infjortant 
work will certainly make September's meeting very interesting. Peter Ewins has previously worked 
with the Nature Conservancy in Scotland and England and did his doctoral work at Oxford University 
cm the subject of seabirds. 

• ^ /c A A 

NOTICE OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
The 1991-92 Annual General Meeting of members of the 
Hamilton Naturalists' Club will be held: 

Monday, October 5, 1992; 8:00 p.m. 

Location: Royal Botanical Gardens Centre, Auditorium, 680 Plains Rd. W., Burlington. 

Ibis will also be the annual MEMBERS ' NIGHT, featuring: 

"Namibia: An Af rican Jour ney from Desert t o Waterhole" , Alan E r n 31 

ReuLnder: Bring your mugs to the monthly meetings for refreshments -disposable cups are not 

available. 

Monday, September 21; 7:30 p.m. 

BIRD STUDY GROUP 

Lo cati on: RBG Nature Centre, Arboretrm, Old Guelph Rd., &mdas 

This is an informal but interesting iteetina featuring a discussion of recent bird sittings, an 
identification session, and a workshop, film or set of slides about scwe aspect of birds. If you're 
a beginner birdwatcher, care out fo learn pore about birds. If you're an expert birder, come oat to 
share your knowledge and enthusiasm. This month will feature: 

- a slide presentation of the birds of Vancouver by Bill I amend;' 

- an identification session on Jaegers arkl Skuas using study skins by Bob Curry. 

Organizer: Bruce Duncan (519) 622-4709 
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NOTICE OF LJECX^CDJG FIELD EVENTS 


Sunday , Sep t ember 13; 8:CX? a.sn. 

FAIL MIGRANTS 

Join expert birder Kevin McLaughlin for ibis 
annual driving tour of. the Hamilton area to 
look for fall migrating birds. We should see 
warbler's and shorebirds in their store 
difficult winter plssaage and possibly sons 
hawks. Specific sites visited will depend on 
conditions. Meet at Dunduin Castle on York 
Blvd, in Hamilton for car pooling and bring a 
lunch. 

Leader: Kevin McLaughlin 549-7067 

Sunda y, September 37; 9 :45 a.m. 

WOCltiffli) CDKSST AT SOT BTIIS 
An informal meeting of netnbers of the 
peninsula Field Naturalists, Niagara Falls 
Nature Club, Buffalo Ornithological Society, 
and the HNC, will take place at the Short 
Hills Sanctuary on Sunday, September 27, at • 
11:00 a.m. Several HNC ambers will be csi 
hand, rain or shine, to lead group on an 
interpretive hike of the Marion Shivas Trail. 
Weather permitting, the hike will be followed 
by a brief concert in the glean, near the 
cucunber tree. The Peninsula Field 
Naturalists have arranged for a. performance 
featuring the acoustic duo "Vox Violins". 
This couple play both guitar and violin, and 
regularly entertain at the Mansion Bowse in 
St. Catharines, They perform a wide range of 
music, and have also been featured csi the CBC 
program, Radio Noon. It is suggested that 
people bring a lunch a lor/) for after the 
concert. We can all relax in the 

AAA A A 

presides: 


Congratulations are again due to Don 
McLean and his hard working Walks thon 
Gxmittee for another very successful walk. 
Walkers on behalf of 'our Club were down from 
last year but the overall support from 
’'outsider's’' was up considerably. 

Hie Inventory Project is progressing 
slowly but satisfactorily. Our original 
estimate of tirre for assembling tire data into 
report form was considerably under estimated 
and as a result our projected costs to 


glen, and discuss comm interests with 
members of our sister clubs. If you are 
unsiire how to get to Short Hills, or wish to 
car pool, neet at 9:45 a.m, at Battlefield 
Square on Queenston M. (Hwy 8), just east of 
Hwy 20 in Stcmey Creek. We hope to see you 
there! For furtlier information, please 
contact John Stinger at 547-5116. 

Sund a y, October 18; 9:00 a.m. 

FKLL UML W AT Staffl JKSlOf 
Your help is needed to maintain the trail 
system at Spooky Hollow Sanctuary 1 near 
Normandale, In addition to the annual clean¬ 
up, we plan to fabricate boardwalks m several 
trails. New volunteers are always welcaie. 
This is a good may to see the sanctuary if you. 
have never been there before. ■■ Meet at the 
McDonald's parking lot, Ryckman's Cornet's, 
Upper Janes & Rymal Rd (Mwys 6 & 53), or meet 
at Spooky Hollow at 10:00 a.m. Bring a lunch. 
Leader -John Fischer 643-3837 (eves) 

336-4961 (days) 

Sunday, October 25; 8:00 a.m. 

MKFOffi LANE. BJffiMDII 

A morning walk along this wooded lane and 
trails in the Dune!as Valley slsould turn up a 
good variety of fall birds. An optional 
afternoon drive will concentrate on migrant 
waterbirds along the Harbour and lakeshore, 
and those interested should bring a'lunch. 
Meet at the end of Martins Lane off 
Jerseyville Rd in Ancaster, 
leader: Rob Bobos (519) 888-0553 

: A * A * A 

’ S COLUMN 

By Doug McCallum 

■ cxsiplete tlse project were also low. Details 
cd the added cost will be available by the 
next ftborf lAKk, 

One of our neighbours at Spooky Hollow, 
Art Latomell, died last November, and left 
his estate to the University of Guelph. We 
were in touch with his executor to try to 
prevent the property frees coning csi the open 
market. in the event that the University 
decided they did not want it specifically. In 
July the University decided they would rather 
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have cash than the property. Meanwhile our 
Sanctuary Gcsmdttee had been busy 
investigating whether a) the Latomell 
property was worth acquiring, and b) if ft 
was, how could it be financed. The answer to 
a) was that while the property was no Spooky, 
it had sobs rare flora nevertheless, and it 
was important that it not cane on . the open 
market. The property is mainly restored pine 
forest about 2f> years old, but clearings 
containing remnants of the native oak-savannah 
habitat do exist, In addition, Fisher ,.reek 
flows tlirough the property near tlie east 
boundary before it crosses a neighbouring 
property and enters Spooky Hollcw Sanctuary. 

An appraisal estimated the market value of the 
property at $90,000 including standing timber 
valued at $20,000. We were concerned that a 
purchaser on the open market eight buy the 
property, cut down the timber, and end up with 
a building lot at a net cost of $70,000, which 
would be an attractive deal for 70 acres in 
that area. If the property could be bought by 
the Club, the Sanctuary Committee found that 
ttie Ontario Heritage Foundation might 
contribute to the purchase on a 3:1 basis. We 

further changes To 

At the HNC Executive meeting on June 
17, 1992, the tollwing motion regarding 
changes to the Club's Constitution was 
approved: 

1. The word "objectives" in the proposed 
amor&nent to the seccnd paragraph of the 
Sanctuary' Fund be changed to "objects". 

2. Tire third paragraph of the Sanctuary 
Director clause of the present constitution be 
omitted. 

3. Hie third paragraph of the Sanctuary Fund 
be deleted, and the following substituted 
therefore: "Official Club Income Tax receipts 
issued under our Charitable Tax urcher 
0325113-54-14 be maintained according to 
Income Tax regulations covering donations to 
the Sanctuary, Conservation, General and 
Special Funds, Such receipts shall be signed 
by the President, or the Vice President., or 
any other Director duly authorized by the 
Boatd.” 

Tue amendment SI above was due to a 
typing error in the previous article or. 
changes to the Constitution which appeared in 
the May newsletter. 


have negotiated a purchase from the estate for 
$84,000, subject to air obtaining OHF support. 
Ibis means we world have to raise $21,000 plus 
legal costs of acquisition of about an 
additional $2000. Your- Sanctuary Committee 
and your Executive were unanimous that, we try 
to acquire the property, dice we know whether 
we have the 0HF grant, your Sanctuary 
Carmittee will decide how they intend to raise 
the necessary funds. There is mere than half 
of the $23,000 needed in undesignated 
Sanctuary funds at this time. 

I vould have preferred to have the Club 
consider this acquisition at an open meeting, 
but the opportunity arose in the simmer, and 
the Sanctuary and Executive committees were 
forced to decide the matter, ttie important 
consideration in the acquisition is that 
Spooky (95 acres), plus the Andersen Property 
(188 acres, to which the HNC donated funds), 
plus the Latomell Property (7° acres) makes 
a considerable tract of prime Carolinian 
Canada, Current ecological theory emphasizes 
the importance of larger tracts to protect 
habitat. I believe our children will thank 
us. 

* * * 

TOE 0085T STL’X.TLTT 1 XON 

It has been pointed ait to the Board 
that the wrong existing paragraph 6 was quoted 
in the May newsletter article. The correct 
paragraph reads as follows: "A Nominating 
Carmittee shall be appointed by the Board of 
Directors consisting of two members from the 
mamtership at large. The immediate Past 
president shall act as Chairman of this 
Carmittee together with the two members 
appointed by the Board. If the Past President 
cannot serve on the Nominating Carmittee then 
a replacement shall be appointed by the 
Board." The amendment submitted in the May 
newsletter article remains as presorted there. 

The present third paragraph of the 
Sanctuary Director clause referred to in 
amendment 92 above reads as follows: "He shall 1 
be resparsible for recording all donations to 
General and Sanctuary Funds, and issuance of. 
Official Receipts for income tax purposes." 
The reason for omitting this clause is that 
there are new four funds and tire receipting of 
these funds is now. performed in a different 
manner. 

The third paragraph of the Sanctuary 
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amd referred to in amendment 13 aiove reads 
os follows: "Official Club Receipts for 
Donations to the Sanctuary and General Funds - 
The Sanctuary Director shall keep custody of 
the Official Receipts for donations to these 
fundd in duplicate. These are to be kept in 
numerical order available for Govensnant 
examination at any tims. Club Official 
Registration Nimber frem the Federal 
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PRIVATE STEWARDSHIP* 


Hamilton-VJentworth is in the heart of 
Carolinian Canada country, a biogeographical 
renian which lies between tekes Erie, Huron 
and Ontario and stretches from Toronto in the 
east to Grand Bend in the west. Biologically, 
it is one of the richest areas in the country, 
featuring habitats ranging from wind-swept 
sand dunes to luxuriant marshes, from secluded 
pockets of tail-grass prairie to southern type 
deciduous forests featuring sassafras, 
cucunber magnolia and tulip trees. 

Many of you will be familiar with these 
tree species frem a trip to the HNC ! s Short 
Hills and Spooky Hollow Sanctuaries. Here at 
home in BauiltanrWen tworth, three areas have 
been designated Carolinian Canada sites, the 
Dundas Valley, Beverly Swan?) and Grimsbv- 
Winona Escarpment. 

You are likely used to hearing doom and 
gloom stories aloat the destruction of 
wetlands or the clear-cutting of fieritage 
forests. Scmetirres, you may think all news 
pertaining to the state of <xir natural areas 
is negative. However, I am going to tell, you 
about an unqualified natural area success 
story - the Carolinian Canada Natural Heritage 

Stewardship Program. 

The Natural Heritage Stewardship 
Program involves the protection of Carolinian 
Canada through private stewardship - that 
sreans voluntary protection by Wie individual 
families who own properties in our three 
Carolinian Canada sites. Inndowners interested 
in partiepating are asked to enter into a 
verbal fiandshake agreement to maintain and 
protect the natural area to the best of their 
ability and to let the local organization 
I'esponsible for the program, in this case the 
Hamilton Region Conservation Authority, know 


Government for these receipts is 0325113-54-14 
indicating our status as a charitable 
organization. The rtc8U.es involved are 
eligible for incenie tax deduction by the 
donors. These receipts shall be signed only 
by the President or Sanctuary Director." The 
dianges made to this paragraph are 
necessitated by changes in the number of funds 
and the persons currently responsible for 
issuing receipts. 
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IN CAROI INIP.N CANADA 

By Brian McHattie 

if they wish to sell their property or if land 
use changes are being ccffitenplated. Ihink 
about it. The people living on the land, who 
are closer to it than anyone, are protecting 
it -makes sense! 

Since 1987, over 125 families have 
agreed to the Stewardship pledge, protecting 
over 1700 acres of natural area in private 
stewardship in the 3 Carolinian Canada sites. 

This stumer, most of these families 
have been re-contacted to determine their 
opinions of the stewardship program and to 
listen to and respond to their inquiries. 
Without exception, everyone has been 
enthusiastic about the program. We've had 
questions about how to „ attract birds and 
butterflies, how to build ponds, 'now to 
construct bird houses and where Carolinian 
trees can be obtained. 

Sounds like the concerns of Hamilton 
Naturalists’ CLub members doesn't it? This 
year, your executive has decided to offer HNC 
memberships to stewardship program families 
for half price. The idea is to make landowners 
aware of the Club and its many activities, 
such as interesting monthly meetings on 
various natural, history topics, regular hikes, 
the Bird Study Group, the Junior Naturalists' 
Club, and opportunities to get involved with 
other naturalists in wildflower restoration 
projects or in olaiming to clean up the Bay. 

He hope all 125 stewardship families 
can take up the offer to join the HNC. Frau 
our experience this steimer, many private 
landowners are already naturalists. Drawing 
the connection between the HNC and the private 
stewardship program is a natural! hatch the 
Uood Duck for nore natural heritage private 
stewardship news in the near, future! 
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OF GRINDSTONE CREEK — AND OTHER HABITATS 

by Bill Luton 


What the Indians called this fast- 
flowing stream, much larger then, is not 
known. Tb the first European settlers it was 
sinply Mill Creek (Hew many of those were 
there?). Tlien it becarre Waterdcwn Creek, and 
eventually, and more uniquely, Grindstcfie 
Creek, nared for the huge millstones used to 
produce flour along its banks. The notch in 
the escarpment through which it flows, today 
called Hidden Valley, was used by the Neutral 
Indians for a trail between their fishing 
grounds cri the Bay, aid their permanent 
campsite on Lake Medad. Hie first notable 
European visitor, La Salle, is said to have 
followed this route in the 1670's. 

Rising in wetlands south of Carlisle, 
Grindstone Creek makes a lazy loop westerly 
wider Hwy 6 and around Millgrove, and then 
meanders towards Waterdcwn. Here the cur rail 
accelerates markedly; just belcw the Mill 
Street bridge it drops over the "Great Falls", 
and continues down the Niagara Escarpment in 
a picturesque series of waterfalls and 
cascades. These can be best viewed from the 
Bruce Trail, which follows the stream down. 
For a pleasant afternocn hike leave an extra 
car at the Snake Road trail crossing and start 
at the new parking lot where Mill Street 
(Waterdcwn Road) crosses the creek. Then 
enjoy the beauty of the scenery without the 
need to worry about the three hundred foot 
vertical climb back up. 

No less than 16 waterwheel mills 
existed in Waterdcwn, the first one having 
been constructed in 1805. With the clearing 
of the forests and the draining of many 
wetlands, the summer stream flow became 
undependable, and many mills converted to 
wood-fired steam. Hence the name "Staokey 
Hollow" (still used) for the valley amnid the 
Great Falls. 

Lower down, the creek passes through 
Burlington's Hidden Valley Park and here makes 
a right-angle turn vest. Presently it ©iters 
the Royal Botanical Gardens at Lamb's Hollow, 
and flows sedatedly through the Hendrie 
Valley, which is easily accessible by the 
trails leading from Cherry Hill Gate. This is 
where tire Fish & Wildlite Habitat Restoration 
Project (F&3HRP) starts to enter into the 
picture. 


Hie creek continues under the Hwy 2 
high-level bridge into Grindstone Marsh, and 
under the old Snake Road bridge into Simfish 
Pond, which wa3 once part of the outlet for 
Cootes Paradise. In the mid-1800’s the Grand 
Trunk Railway built two causeways which closed 
off this outlet, and made the present one by 
cutting through Burlington Heights. Sunfish 
Pond is readily accessible by the Valley Inn 
Road and the Spring Garden Road. It is a 
popular fishing spot, even with today's turbid 
water and restrict©! varieties of fish. Just 
think what it can be! 

Grindstone Creek finally gets to 
Hamilton Harbour: by passing out of Sunfish 
Pond under what must be the noisiest bridge in 
our vicinity - the old Bailey bridge on the 
Valley Inn Road, built by the army in the 
1960's* We would miss that "thurp, thump" if 
a replacement was ever built: it is part of 
the environment and sure slows down the 
traffic! 

All this area has great potential for 
more emergent marsh vegetation - given the 
exclusion of carp. So a carp barrier is part 
of the plan. But where? At the inlet to 
Sunfish Ford or at the outlet? Both locations 
have pro's and con's, but at present the inlet 
is gaining favour. Tlren the real question: 
what kind of barrier? High tech electric, or 
low tech wire — or a combination thereof? 
Keep tuned! In any event you will see it in 
operation in the spring of 1994. In the 
meantime, exclosures (fenced corpounds) will 
be in place to begin planting in the spring of 
1993. 

This section of marsh has another keen 
interest to naturalists and fishers (notice I 
did not say fishermen). It is one of the few 
spawning grounds in the Harbour for great 
northern pike. Unfortunately it is not a very 
productive one, because falling water levels 
in late spring all too often leave the young 
pike stranded. Alternative solutions include: 
a lcw-level temporary dam; feeding in more 
water from the creek; digging out deeper holes 
in the marsh. Ibis part of the project is 
really in luck, because ok of the REAR 
consultants did research on pike spawning. 
Whatever solution he recaffnends, one thing is 
certain: there lias to be a way to get the 
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spawning pike through the carp barrier, since 
pike will not jump an obstacle. 

So much for Grindstone Creek, What has 
happened to the whole F&WHRP since I reported 
to you in March? The answer is: plenty! The 
problem is deciding where to start. First 
mention should probably go to the Walkathcn, 
which was a great success and will be 
described elsewhere. 

Let's see - maybe the EARP 
(Environmental Assessment and Review Process) 
should cane next, since nothing really happens 
without it. The Preliminary Sooping/Public 
Consultation Stage has been completed, and two 
reports prepared: the Smtnary of Public Input, , 
compiled by the PR consultant LURA fran the 
public meetings, and a Scoping Consultatier) , 
conpiled by the project manager from the 
comments of municipalities, government 
agencies and special interest groups. There 
is not roan here for details frem these 
reports (which are available in the project 
manager's office), but there is overwhelming 
support for the project. 

Then there wa3 the good news that came 
fron the study by Paragon Engineering of 
potential flooding in the Town of Dundas. 
Their conclusion: no adverse effects cxi 
flooding as a result of marsh restoration, nor 
as a result of the installation, of a carp 
barrier (if properly designed). 

Dr. Tsanis of McMaster University has 
oortpleted a modelling project on current 
movement in the Harbour, and made 
recaimendatians for the alignrrsesit of the 
proposed islands. Currents are important 
because water exchange behind the islands must 
be maintained to refresh the habitat created. 

After reviewing many proposals, the 
F&WHRP steering ccmnittee took the key 
decision of appointing BEAK Consultants of 
Braaptcn as the principal consultants for the 
project, with responsibility for the detailed 
design and specifications. Their mandate 
includes the requirement to cane up with 
alternatives for each area, and an EARP 
screening level analysis of the alternatives. 
Kami Clarke-Whistler is in charge of their 
team. Pour technical advisory groups have 
been established to assist BEAK (HNC rep. in 
brackets): Cootes/Grindstone Creek (John 
Struger); Pier 4/ Waterfront park/ North Shore 
(Bill Luton); LaSalle Park; Northeastern 
Shoreline/ Pier 28/ Windermere Basin (Bob 
Curry). Join Struger convened a meeting of a 


few key rffJC mafibers to revit^ once more our 
hopes for the project, and pass these on to 
the consultants. 

To publicize the F&WHRP, a cruise of 
Hamilton Harbour was organized to coincide 
with the Harbour eelebratiesi "Aquafest" on 
July 25. The /'Aurora Borealis" was the boat 
selected - aMttedly with sane trepidation 
because of its large size. Could we get a 
turn-out of 200 key people in the middle of 
sunner holidays? No problem - the cruise was 
actually overbooked! Congratulations to 
project manager John Hall and his assistant 
Kathy Trotter! Representatives of federal, 
provincial, regional and local governments and 
agencies turned out in great ranters - key 
decision makers and shapers of public opinion. 
Best of all, despite the dismal weekend 
weather of this summer and an uncertain 
forecast, the weather was great; for just that 
one day the Harbour was at its best. As a 
grande finale "Aurora Borealis" paused an the 
water after dark, and the guests were treated 
to the "Parade of Lights" - 35 or 40 sailing 
craft lit up like Christmas! Everyone oust 
have come away with a really good feeling 
about Hamilton Harbour. 

As good as all this is, the best is 
saved for last. The Ministry of the 
Environment has announced a "Jobs Ontario" 
grant of $2 million to the F&WHRP - $200,000 
for 1992, $1,000,000 for 1993 and $800,000 for 
1994. How about that! 

******* 

COOTES PARADISE INVENTORY 

Cootes Paradise Marsh is scheduled for 
rehabilitation over the next few years. The 
regeneration of emergent and submergent plant 
life is one important aspect. A Vegetation 
Inventory would provide One baseline against 
which progress could be measured. 

This project will combine the expertise 
of HNC members, RBG and McMaster University 
volunteers, and will take place early this 
fall. If you have sane plant identification 
skills and would like to help with vegetation 
mapping of Cootes — CALL Mi — for more 
information on how year can participate! 

Call: Marilyn Baxter 

HNC Coordinator 

637-0687 
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SUMMARY OF HNC ACTIVITIES FOR 1991^92 


Following is a suntnary of the 
activities of the Haailtoi Naturalists' Club 
during the 1991-92 year just aided. Since 
many of the activities of the Club's various 
ccMdttees and such have been previously 
reported in detail in past issues of the Mood 
Duck, these will only be briefly mentioned 
here as part of an annual synopsis. This 
report is a tribute to the many dedicated 
individuals who volunteer their time .aid 
services to the activities which make our Club 
so successful. Sane of the key individuals 
are mentioned here, and apologies are given to 
those who have been missed. However, without 
the efforts of all the volunteers tlie HNC 
would not be the dynamic organization it is 
today. If you wish to become more active, 
please approach or join one or more of the 
caimittees, attend study group meetings or 
outings, or contact the appropriate person 
listed at the end of this newsletter. 


This last year our membership dipped 
seven percent fran an all time high recorded 
last year. Host categories shewed a decline 
except Junior and Life categories which remain 
constant, and in the Family category which 
showed an increase of 39 members. The worst 
showing was in tlie active category where we 
lent 33 neuters. The breakdown by narbership 
category as of August 1992 was: 


Active Ibi 
Family 144 
Joint 

Joint Senior 96 
Juniors b8 
Active Senior 49 
Life 34 
Corresponding 33 
Student 14 


Total 6? 3 


The HNC expects to increase its membership by 
maintaining its core manbers, and attracting 
new members fran the citizens who realize they 
most respond to increasing public awareness of 
the needs of Nature, and are interested in 
supporting and doing HNC volunteer activities. 


Treasurer David Stubbing has dene an 
excellent job the past several years keeping 
on top of the ever increasing revenue and 
expenses of the HNC. (1991-92 financial 
statement will appear in next issue.) Brian 
Burgon continued to assist in managing the 
massive budget for the Biological Inventory 
Project. Revenue last year mainly came fran 
generous donations and bequests, grants, 
membership dues, other fund-raising activities 
(eg. Walkathon), and interest. Operation 
expenses of the HNC, such as publication of 
the Mood Duck, monthly meetings, postage and 
stationery, legal and auditor fees, insurance, 
and bird hotline expenses, essentially depend 
an the revalues fran membership fees. 


wanmy ibetdcs 

The HNC monthly meetings are held at 
8:00 p.m. at the Royal Botanical Gardens 
Centre on Plains Rd, Burlington. Guests are 
always welcome. The past year's program was 
very diverse and interesting, as usual, 
including talks on: 

- Natural History of. Chile & Argentina 

- Bats of the World 

- Ticks and Lyme Disease 

- Spruce Grouse Biology 

- Long Point Bird Observatory 

- Thomas Mcllwraith 

- Weather Forecasting 

- Mole Salamanders 

Monthly meetings provide an opportunity for 
menhers to socialize, to keep up-to-date on 
current affairs, to shew off their slides in 
the foyer before and after the main talk, to 
neet the speaker and to visit the Club's 
library. 


SOCIA L 

At our monthly meetings members may 
relax after the main event and enjoy a 
refreshment and social hour, thanks to tlie 
work of the Social Director and the many 
helpers. None tags for members are also kept 
current for the meetings. The annual June pot 
luck dinner was again held at the RBG Nature 
Centre. 
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FT Hfl WffiTS 

Regular field outings are held, led by 
earpetent naturalists. Outings organize! this 
past year included: 

- Rare local plants 

- Fall migrating birds 

- Autumn in Dundas Valley 

- Search for Gray Partridge 

- Winter birding 

- Winter interpreting 

- In search of Wild Turkeys 

- Spring amphibians & and hike 

- Camping at Point Pelee 

- Spring birds & botany 

- Beverly Swamp dawn chorus 

- Carping at Pinery Prov. Park 

- Oopetcwn Bog 

- Sumner butterflies 

M2S&&AY BWMIWK MUGS. tM-mSJS T 

In addition to the regular outings, 
weekly Wednesday evening walks are held 
through May-August. Usually starting at 6:30 
p.m, children are always welcome ^ on any 
outing, last siumer's walks included: 

- Spring wildflcwers 

- Birds & flowers of Red Hill Valley 

- Canterbury Hills 

- Dundas Valley 

- Battlefield Park 

- Birding Dundas Valley 

- South Cayuga Slough Forest 

- Berry Conservation Area 

- Hendrie Valley 

- Martins Lane 

- Westfield Heritage Centre 

- Smithville Sewage Ponds 

- Carroll's Point 

- Birding Dundas Marsh 

- Northshore Gootes Paradise 

- Junior Naturalists Oiting 

gaSQIBOT GMOTIFE 

A. Maintenance: 

Spoo&y Hollow 

-r Iia Marion Shivas Trail at Spooky was narked 
in both directions with vellcw blazes. 

-A total of 50 feet of boardwalk was 
constructed cn the landed, and Leatherwxd 
Lane Trails. 

-Trail Maintenance was performed on the entire 
trail system. 

Short Hills 

-The Marion Shivas trail at Short Hills was 


marked in both directions with yellow blazes. 
-The section of the Linking Trail under the 
hydro lines, which is difficult to maintain, 
was kept open using a power brush saw. 
-Maintenance was performed on all other trails 
as well. 

-The signs were removed for sanding and 
repainting, and were later reinstalled. 

B. Protection: 

-Both sanctuaries were surveyed for Gypsy Moth 
egg masses, and reports showed that spraying 
would not be necessary. The program has been 
very successful in reducing population 
nurrfcers, and associated foliage loss. 

-The last 5,000 tires have been removed from 
the drop adjacent to Spooky Hollow, and the 
slope has been revegetated to prevent erosion. 

C. Other Activitie s: 

-The Latomell estate property, located 
northwest of Spooky Hollow, was investigated 
as a possible candidate for purdiase as an 
addition to the sanctuary. 

-A CHIP proposal was submitted, and accepted, 
which covered the exist of materials for the 
fall's clean-up project at Spooky. 

-A proposal to obtain funding assistance from 
the Ontario Heritage Foundation, for the 
purchase of the latomell estate, was prepared 
and submitted. 

-Interperative hikes at both sanctuaries were 
organized. 

J UHKSR HATUKALCrrS 

The Hamilton Junior Naturalists’ 
program is offered jointly by the HNC and RBG. 
Meetings are held monthly cn a Saturday 
morning from September to May. Sixty children 
were enrolled this past year, split into two 
groups -the Chickadees (5-8 year olds) and the 
Deer (9-12 year olds). During 1991-92, 
activities included: studies of fungi, 
endangered species, astronany, rain forests, 
whales, geology, a visit to Spooky Kollos? 
Sanctuary, helping in a clean-up of Red Hill 
Valley, and building Kestrel and Wood Dude 
nest boxes, 

W ED Dl€K MESSliSrnS 

The writing, editting, producing, 
collating and nailing of the net/sletter nine 
times a year (monthly, September to May) 
involves the roach appreciated efforts of 
numerous volunteers on a regular basis. 
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Production of the newsletter was taken over by 
Jean Stollard in 1991, Rose Petersen has 
hooted the collating sessions for the 
newsletter this past year. Norm Ralston 
continued in organizing the collating and 
mailing. Special thanks to all. 

fneawmai oatimEE 

The year was primarily spent cn 
finishing many projects that represent the 
long-term conservation cararitment that the HNC 
is well-known and respected for in Hamiltan- 
Wentworth and area. 

Bill Luton and Bill Aiken continued to 
represent the Club on the Hamilton Harbour 
Remedial Action Plan, presiding over the 
culmination of five years of HNC work with the 
release of the Final Draft of the clean-up 
plan. Bill Inter, along with assistance from 
John Struger and Be* Curry, represented the 
Club on the Fish and Wildlife Habitat 
Restoration Project. 

Den McLean attended in July the first 
maeting of the reformed Regional Bivircnmental 
Advisory Oomnittee (REAC). Den and other HNC 
neuters had fought Liard to have this committee 
(formerly the Chairman's Advisory Ccmrrittee cr> 
Bmroimental Issues) work more effectively to 
tackle our Region's environmental problare. 

Brian McHattie continues to represent 
the dub on the Regional Task Force on 
Sustainable Development, a carmittee working 
to build sustainability into the Regional 
Official Plan review. This group has produced 
Vision 2020 (available for {while review) and 
will cane out with the final plan in December 
1992. 

Doug MeCallum, John Struger, ton 
McLean, Brian Burgcn and Brian McHattie 
continue to supervise and administer the 
Hamilton-Waitworth Natural Areas Inventory 
Project. This has proved to be a colossal 
job, begun in January 1991 and scheduled to be 
completed in November 1992 with the 
production, by Audrey Heagy and her crew, of 
the best natural areas inventory ever produced 
in the province (in tl« words of ecologists 
and planners from the government agencies that 
we have been working with throughout the life 
of the project)! 

Bill Lamcnd is pitting the final 
touches on the six year-long Hamilton 
Herpetofaunal Atlas, a dooment which will 
provide a historical and current look at the 
area's reptile and anphibian popilaticns. 


Also this past stumer, students working 
for the Club evaluated wetlands in Flaoborough 
and Ancaster using the Ministry of Natural 
Rtswurces 5 Wetland Evaluation System. This 
information, along with the leng-awaited 
passing of the Ontario Wetlands Policy 
Statement under the Planning Act, will enable 
the preservation of many previously 
unprotected local wetlands. 

Lynn Harma-Folkes and her crew have 
negotiated a deal with the Region of Hamiltcn- 
Wentworth to salvage plant stock from 
construction sites before the bulldozers move 
in. Much of tie stock goes to area schools 
for wildlife habitat gardens. 

Additionally, Doug Kay and Christine 
Bisliop kept a close eye on development matters 
in Flarhorough and Dundas respectively, while 
John Struger and others worked to save the Red 
Hill Creek Valley, conducting several clean¬ 
ups and public meetings, detailed belcw. 

Friends of Red Hill Valley were the 
organizers of a public meeting in mid-February 
which was co-sponsored by the HNC and the 
Ccnserver Society. Over 100 people heard 
Dalton Shipway, a member of the Task Force to 
Bring Back the Don, speak on the enviramaital 
impact of constructing an expressway (the Don 
Valley Parkway) through Toronto's largest 
urban ravine. Mr. Shipway's main message was 
the importance of preserving urban wilderness 
and greenspace to improve the environment of 
cities. After his talk a presentation was 
made cn behalf of the HNC and the Oonservers 
to Brian Hinkley for his many years as a good 
friend of the Red Hill Valley. 

The HNC again participated in Pitch-In 
Week activities by organizing natural area 
clean-ups. Cn May 2, 15 volunteers came cut 
to Buttermilk Falls in the Red Hill Creek 
Valley and removed 12 yd 1 (3600 lbs.) of 
garbage. Cn May 9, 50 people helped with the 
Red Hill Creek clean-up near Melvin Ave., and 
collected 36 ycP (10000 lbs.) of diuped 
garbage. Lugger boxes were donated by Philip 
Riviranmental. 

Ttje HNC continued as co-sponsor of the 
annual Kami ltcn-Wantworth Environmentalists of 
the Year Awards Dinner, The Dr. Victor 
Ceciloni Award for the 1991 Environmentalist 
of the Year went to the HNC's Bruce Duncan! 
Merit Awards were also given to the Trenbohne 
Neighbourhood Park Oemnittee and to Thomas 
Elliott. More details regarding the 3.991 
awards will appear in the next issue. 
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H3UQOTCH OCMKTTOE 

Hie Education Committee of the HNC was 
active on a number of fronts in 1991-1992. 
One of the most exciting was the preparation 
and publication of a 12 page full-coicur 
brochure on the natural areas, vistas, 
waterfalls, hiking trails and binding hotspots 
of the Hamilton area. Copies of this 
brochure, entitled N aturally Ham ilton, will be 
available at the Club meeting in September. 
Christine Bishop and her sub-committee have 
done an excellent job on this project and were 
successful in obtaining funding to produce an 
initial print run of 10,000 copies. 

The second annual Nature Walkathon for 
the Qivircnnent was also carried cut 
successfully in June. A full report appears 
elsewhere in this issue. As part of the 
preparation for the walk, two slide sIxjws were 
prepared cn the fish and wildlife restoration 
proposals for Cootes Paradise, Grindstone 
Creek and Hamilton Harbour. Oie of these 
shows was specifically geared for younger 
children. Over twenty presentations were made 
of one or both of these slide shows, 
particularly in area schools. 

‘Ihe Education Committee is eager to 
recruit new volunteers to further develop its 
activities. In particular, they would like to 
hear from Club members who are interested in 
helping to prepare video material. Contact 
the Education Committee Chairman, Don McLean. 

HHjD gjUPT (SOUP 

This group usually meets on the Monday 
after the HNC regular monthly meetings. The 
program features a discussion of recent bird 
sightings, identification sessions on a 
particular species, guest speakers, films, and 
other topics, which are of interest to the 35- 
40 bird enthusiasts, ranging from beginners to 
experts, attending these sessions. Bruce 
Duncan continued to organize these 
increasingly popular, informal get-togethers 
held at the RBG Nature Centre. 

KffiDIMG HOTLINE (648-9537) 

The HNC'a local binding hotline, with 
taped messages updated weekly, lias teen 
successfully running for three years. The 
record©! message describes the local birding 
hotspots and rarities, and sometimes will 
cover further afield sightings within driving 
distance. Members may leave a message 
regarding their own sightings at the raxi of 


the tape message. Thi3 line is also papular 
with birders from around the province, and 
receives 50-100 calls per week. Much thanks 
go to Mike Street for his great efforts in 
keeping the hotline interesting and current. 

HAMILTON BIRD R ECORDS OCHMTIflS 

In addition to reviewing and 
maintaining a file of documentations of rare 
bird sightings in our area, this ccmmittee 
(Rob Dobos, Mark Jennings, Kevin McLaughlin, 
Bob Curry) is responsible for: 

-cccspiling "Noteworthy Bird ReoordB" published 
in the Wood Duck 

-Annual Hamilton Christmas Bird Count 
-Annual Fall Bird Count held in early November 
-Sub-regional editor for American Birds 
-Sub-regional editor for Birders Journal 
-Annual Winter Duck count on Lake Ontario 
-Regional Coordination for Hamilton-Wentworth/ 
Brant region for the Ontario Rare Breeding 
Bird Program. 

A FFO JATTCH WflH OTHER Q RGAN1 T ZATKKS 
Iona Point Bird Observatory -Hie HNC resumed 
participation in LPBO’s Baillie Birdathon in 
May 1992, through tlie efforts of Team 
Hamilton. Over $2500 was raised for LPBO and 
the HNC. In addition, a $500 donation was 
made to LPBO to help support their valuable 
programs. 

Niagara Peninsula Hawkwatch -This offshoot 
organization of the HNC organizes the official 
count of migrating raptors at Beamer 
Conservation Area in Grimsby. A public 
viewing day and a dinner were again organized 
in spring 1992. 

Federatio n of Ontario Naturalists -Our HNC 
representative (Margaret Mackenzie) attends 
both PON and HNC board meetings and keeps 
abreast and informs both organizations cm 
current issues. 

PIMJCRTKKS & LIBRARY 

At our monthly meetings, you vrill 
notice a table displaying many newsletters and 
other items of interest fran other naturalist 
and conservation clubs, which is maintained by 
Mary and Norm Bomfret. Members may borrow and 
return itans promptly for deposit to the RBG 
library, Mesbers should note that they have 
access rights to the RBG library with HNC 
membership. 
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NATURE WALjKATHON FOR THE jENVIRONMENF 1992 


The June 6, 1992, Nature Walkathon was 
note successful than the 1991 event despite 
rainy weather on the morning of the walk. 
Nearly 500 pledged walkers took part (up fran 
425 last year). A very significant increase in 
the muter of children participating resulted 
in a total of about 750 individuals actually 
walking either the 7 km or 20 km routes 
(children were acocrcpanied by at least cue 
parent and numerous families walked on one 
pledge form). Walkers represented at least 45 
different organizations including 25 
elementary and secondary schools or school 
clubs. This was nearly double the 
organizational participation in the 1991 
Walkathon. The total amount of money pledged 
was also up from last year. 

Approrinately 95 volunteers, including 
many frcm the HNC, put on the event . They 
served on the organizing camnittee, in the 
promotion of tlie event, and/or on tlie day of 
the walk itself. Many of the volunteers also 
raised pledges and walked as well. 

Following the Walkathon, the finance 
comnittee lias created conpiter files on all 
pledged walkers and has calculated that 
approximately $35,000 was pledged to the 
participants by sane 7000 sixmsors. This is 
about $6000 core than was pledged last year 
when over 90 % of pledges were actually 
collected. As of mid-August, over $25,000 in 
pledge monies has been handed in or deposited. 

The most striking development in the 
1992 Walkathon was the vigorous participation 
of schools and other organizations. Over two- 
thirds of the participants asked that 50 % of 
their pledge monies be directed to an 
organization. As pledge monies are received, 
this percentage is increasing. 0.\r preliminary 
totals also indicate that affiliated walkers 
raised greater amounts of pledges per walker 
than those who were not affiliated: the 31 % 
who did not indicate an affiliation accounted 
for less than 25 % of total pledges. The 
number of walkers representing each 
organization also increased significantly fran 
1991. About 30 walkers directed monies towards 
one of the Gonserver Society chapters, raising 
total pledges of more than $3400. Twenty-six 
Bruce Trail Association walkers accounted for 
ifare than $2600 in pledges, and a dozen HNC 


By Don McLean 

participants raised nearly $2200. Three 
elementary schools registered at least twenty 
pledged walkers apiece, one of them collecting 
total pledges in excess of $1000. St. Peter's 
Hospital was one of the many non-sponsoring 
organizations to increase their participation 
fran last year. Seventeen St. Peter's walkers 
raised over $2300. 

The 1992 Walkathon received financial 
support fran Environment Canada of $3000 as 
well as a total of $2500 fran two local 
sections (Burlington and Central Hamilton) of 
Canada Trust's Friends of the Environment 
Foundation chapters. This money has been 
enough to meet all expenditures to this point, 
including the purchase of 400 Walkathon t- 
shirts. A free t shirt is being given to each 
walker who raised and hands in more than $100 
in pledges. Each volunteer was also entitled 
to a free t-shirt. 

In addition to cur media sponsors and 
financial supporters noted above, thanks are 
due to: Laidlaw Transit for providing a free 
shuttle bus; Hamilton-Wentworth Regional 
Police for providing free traffic central and 
safety services; Md-iaster University for 
providing use of their buildings; Rasberry Jam 
for their free concert at the end of the walk; 
Leppert Business Systems for caning to the 
rescue with photocopying services when another 
firm decided nine days before the event not to 
assist; Lakefield Electronics for providing 
walkie-talkies at half price; Christ the King 
Cathedral for use of their property; St. 
John's Ambulance for medical services; the 
Hamilton Amateur Radio Club for assistance 
with security and coummication; McDonald's 
Restaurants for providing water containers; 
and, of course, Canada Trust, for being cur 
official pledge form depots and banters. 
Besides these, our sponsoring organizations 
provided invaluable assistance, including 
trail services by the RBG and phones by the 
ETTA. Most of all, it is the volunteers who 
deserve the biggest thanks for doing 
everything that was asked of them, and more. 

Sponsoring organizations o£ the 1992 
Walkathon are entitled to receive 50 % of Ore 
pledge monies raised by their waiters; and the 
sane is true of other participating groups. 
After these monies are deducted, the remaining 
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monies will be divided in the following 

manner: 30 % to fish arid wildlife habitat 
restoration work in Cootes Paradise, Grind¬ 
stone Creek and Hamilton Harbour; 2 % to the 
World Wildlife Fund; 2 % to the Nature Con¬ 
servancy of Canada; 6 % to the organizations 
of volunteers (on a pro rated basis). If total 

A A * A * 

1992 POINT PELEE CAMPING TRIP 
By P.W. Arnold 

We arrived Sunday, May 10, after a cold 
spell. All appearances of the late spring 
were evident. There were no leaves on the 
trees, and undergrowth was fresh with every 
shade of green imaginable. Birds were in 
abundance. The peak of the heat wave came 
Tuesday and minds and skin were glowing. Hie 
group-listing increased very quickly, 
totalling about 160 birds in Uk area 

including Pelee, Comber Laggons, Hillman Marsh 
and the Ordon Fields. Notable warblers 
included Kentucky, Prairie, Mourning, Orange- 
crowned, Hooded and Worm-eating; 33 out of 39 
possible warbler species were 3een. The 
unusual characteristic of tlw migration seemed 
to be the abundance of birds seen every day, 
rather than a few one day, and sore the next. 
Cine rarity, a Mississippi Kite, was observed 
by sane lucky viewers on Wednesday, bait not 
traich time was given to identify this elusive 
raptor. One HNC member was lucky enough to 
see the Kite fly in and perch on a bare tree 
long enough to be photographed. The Kite 
sailed over to Wheatley where chasers were 
able to see it for the next two days. He 
greeted many other HNC members who were 
visiting Pelee during our stay. 

For 1993, we have tent camping in the 
National Park at the group campsite for four 
nights. We arrive Monday, May 10, arid leave 
Friday, May 14. The weekend camp at Sturgeon 
Woods will start Friday, May 14, and finish 
Sunday, May 16, As space is limited, 
preference will be given to regular HNC 
campers. Please preregister with Pierre 
Arnold (648-2519) before the cut-off date of 
October 30, 1992. 

An invitation is extended to all HNC 
matters visiting Pelee to lunch at tire group 
campsite at noon, and join the campfire at 
night. 


receipts amount to 90 % of pledges, we would 
expect that about $12,000 will be paid out to 
organizations, and $18,000 will be directed 
towards the fish and wildlife habitat vaork. 
About $400 will go to each of the national 
sponsors, and the organizations of volunteers 
will divide $1300. 

*A A A At A 

1992 PINERY CAMPING TRIP 

By P.W. Arnold 

The forecast for the weekend was for 
warm weather, and the Riverside Carrpsite was 
filled up by late Friday evening. The weather 
turned hotter Saturday afternoon, and became 
so hot that some of us took time out from 
nature study in favour of a dip in Lake Huron. 

The Pinery is the last sizable stand of 
"oak-savannah", and represents over half of 
North America's remaining oak-savannah. The 
rest is scattered over about 100 sites in the 
USA. The forest does not seem to be overly 
threatened by munching gypsy-moth 
caterpillars, evident by droppings covering 
picnic tables and chairs, and the noise like 
rain drops on our tent-roofs during the night. 
The nature of oak -savannah is beginning to be 
better understood. Plans have been cede to 
intervene and return the forest hack to oak- 
savaimah. large stands of White Pine planted 
in the late 1950s are conceived to be out of 
keeping with the natural forest. 
Implementation of the plan is already evident 
by the cutting down of non-native trees. 

The Pinery houses a rare plant 
community. During our visit, two locally 
common plants were difficult to identify using 
the standard field guides. These were a 
sandwort and Prairie Ragwort (Seneeio 
plattensis), Sane beautiful stands of Hairy 
Pueeon (idthospeumm crocevai were observed. 

A brightly coloured "yellow*' toad had 
been retained at the Nature Centre by one of 
the Park Naturalists, It was eventually 
identified by a local expert as being am 
American Toad. The colouration is apparently 
not unccmmon. 

Both children and adults took a canoe 
trip up the Old Ausable River which gave the 
opportunity to quietly observe and creep up on 
nature. A Great Blue Heron stood motionless 
within 30 feet, noisy kingfishers announced 
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their presence, bluebirds flitted in among the 
oak and pine branches, dragon- and damselflies 
strafed the waters, and sunbathing turtles on 
logs waited until the last roanent before 
plunging into the cold. In the still waters, 
an odd Fragrant Water-Lily {Nyophaeceae 
odorata) greeted us among the cannon Bullhead 

Li lies (Nuphar advena ). 

Hudi of our time was paced by the 


juniors who thoroughly enjoyed the Park, 'ihe 
children caught a firefly one evening, and it 
will go down in history as the firefly that 
would not expire. Long active days cut 
campfire time short, and most were too tired 
to stay up late, having taken in most of the 
self-guided trails -without a single mosquito 
bite -a plus when camping at the Pinery! 


^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

H NC BOARD OF DIRECTORS 1991-92 


Past President: 

Bill Randall, 15 Fassett Ave.. 
Hamilton, CN, L9C 4E6, 388 2494 

President: 

Doug McCallun, 64 Skyland Dr., 
Hamilton, ON, L9A 3C1, 383-9844 

Vice-President: 

John Struger, 269 Wexford Ave. S., 
Hamilton, CN, L8K 2P4, 547-5116 

Secretary: 

Margaret McFadyen, 15 Mayfair Ave., 
Dundas, CN, LSH 3K5, 627-1034 

Treasurer: 

David Stubbing, 1404 Eden Place, 
Burlington, CN, L7S 1J8, 637-3398 

Membership: 

Pierre.Arnold, 293 Alma Lane, 
Ancaster, CN, L9G 2T6, 648-2519 

Field Events: 

Brian Wylie, 24 Brock St. S., 
Dundas, CN, L9H 3G7, 627-4601 


Program: 

Dan McLean, 168-151 Gateshead Cres., 

Stcney Creek, CN, L8G 3W1, 664-87% 

Sanctuary: 

John Fischer, 1317 Hwy. 8, Winona, CN, 

LOR 210, days: 336-4%l, evenings: 643-3837 

Conservation: 

Brian McBattie, P.O. Box 60, R.R.Ifl, 

IXindas, CN, LOH 5E1, 627-1076 

Wood Duck Editor: 

Rob Dobos, 178 Cedarbrae Ave., Waterloo, 

CN, N?,L 4S3 , 519-888-0553 

Social: 

Doris Rundle, 85 Woodnan Dr. S., 

Hamilton, CN, L8K 4E2, 561-8333 

Junior Naturalists: 

Margaret Walton, 114 Cameron Ave., 

Dundas, ON, L9H 1J3, 627-7361 

Publicity: 

Beth Stormont, 4 Carolin Ct., 

Dundas, CN, L9H 5P3, 627-7657 
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WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 

; a- 

"Hie HWC would life to welcome the following 
new members who have joined since March 1992: 


Rejoined: 

Donald & Sylvia Hassell 

Frances Jewell 

Liz Lesser 

John £ Maria Locke 

Bruce & Laurie Mackenzie 

Brian McKibbon fi Joanna Chapman 

Lisa McLean & Family 

John £ Jean Murphy 

Kathleen £ Charles Webster 

Karen Zavitz 

Khalil £ Kathy Zoghaib 

******* 

WOODWORKERS WANTED 

With the assistance of the FCN, the 
Junior Naturalists' Club lias obtained funding 
fron Environment Canada's Environmental 
Partners Fund to undertake habitat improvement 
work along the old railway line running from 
Hamilton to Jerseyville that was recently 
acquired by the Hamilton Region Conservation 
Authority. Cue of our plans is the 
construction of bluebird ard other nesting 
boxes. ¥e would like to hear from members who 
would be calling to help prepare nesting box 
kits for the children to put together. Since 
the cost of materials will be met try the grant 
monies, what we need are individuals dio are 
able to cut the sheets of wood to the right 
dimensions ard do other preparatory work, so 
that the children only have to use nails and 
glue to finish the job. Anyone who can assist, 
please call Alan Ernst at 333-4398. 


NOMINATING COMMITTEE NOTICE 

This year 's Nandnating Carmittee includes Bill 
Randall (Chairman), Doug McCallrm and Bruce 
IXincan. They will be preparing a Slate of 
Directors for the up-coming year to be 
presorted at the October 5 Annual General 
Meeting. Nominations may be made by any 
member before October 1 in writing to the 
Secretary, accarpanied by a signed consent of 
the nominee. Anyone who is interested in 
serving on the Board of Directors is 
encouraged to contact any of the Nominating 
Committee members. 

******* 

BIRDER EXTRAORDINAIRE 

Birder Extrao rdi naire -The Life aid Legacy of 
James L. Ba illi e (1904-1970) . At last a book 
which describes in fascinating detail the life 
of one of Ontario's most famous birders. 
Meticulously researched and written by Lise 
Anglin in a style both carpel ling and 
informative, this book takes you through an 
entire lifetime of this dedicated birder who 
has become a household name for many. Jointly 
published by the Toronto Ornithological Club 
and the Long Point Bird Observatory. Order 
this book now ard pay only $10.00 (a $2.00 
saving off regular price of $12.00), plus 
$2.60 postage £ handling. Send a cheque 
payable to: Toronto Ornithological Club, and 
mail it to Jim Griffith, 560 Blythwood Rd, 
Toronto, M4N 1B5. 

* * * * * * * 

ONTARIO FIELD ORNITHOLOGISTS 

Scare of you may not be familiar with the 
Ontario Field Ornithologists, an organization 
dedicated to the study of birdlife in Ontario. 
Members include amateurs (from beginners to 
experts) as well as professionals. 0F0 
publishes tire journal Ontario Birds and a 
newsletter, oversees the Ontario Bird Records 
Goromittee, supports research projects such as 
the Breeding Bird Atlas, organizes field 
trips, and holds annual spring meetings and an 
Annual General Meeting in the fall. For more 
info and a complimentary issue of Ontario 
Birds, write to ODD at: Box 62014, Burlington 
Mall Postal Outlet, Burlington, L3R 4K2. Or 
contact local member Rob Bobos (519-888-0553). 


Jim & Adriana Anderson 
Andrea Bishop 
Gary Crawford 
Bert fe Marie Hoepp 
Alvaro Jaramdllo 
Pearl Kempen 
George Mann 

Harry £ Georgina Marshall 

Bemie £ Michelle Muncaster 

Darren Patterson 

Agnes Shearer 

Ted Siwak 

Velma Stead 

Mr. £ Mrs. C.L. Young 
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THE WOOD DUCK 

THE WOOD DUCK is the official publication of the Hamilton Naturalists' Club and is produced by 
volunteer members of the Club: TOE WOOD DUCK is published nine times yearly from September to May 
inclusive and it is mailed free to members. 

Contributions for publication are most welcome and should be addressed to the Editor: 

Rob Dobofi, 178 Cedarbrae Ave., Waterloo, Ontario, N2L 4S3. 

Contributions word processed on computer disk in IBM format are appreciated if possible. 

Deadline for receipt of naterial is tfie first of the month preceding publication date. 

Articles may be reprinted without permission but credit lines mist be included. 

Articles in the WOOD DUCK reflect the views of the authors and are not necessarily the views endorsed 
by the Hamilton Naturalists' Club. 

Said noteworthy bird records to: 

Mark Jennings. 3066 Northview Crescent, Burlington, Ontari o, L7M 1B1. 

This newsletter is printed on recycled paper. 




